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Special Feature Exclusive to TRUNK TALK: 

Diary of a Republican Educator  

Pat Schmidt of Wautoma, Wisconsin 
 

Fe b. 9, 2011-At tended an  in format iona l meet ing about  the Bold Reforms for  edu ca t ion  

proposed by the Wisconsin  Educa t ion  Associa t ion . These reforms included such  th ings as the 

r igh t  to negot ia te mer it  pay and new teacher  eva lua t ion  language. We a lso discussed 

Governor  Scot t  Walker‘s new Budget  Proposa l. We were told we may have to pay as much  as 

12.5% towards our  hea lth  insurance and 5.6% towards our  ret irement  benefit s. In  my dist r ict  

we pay 5% towards hea lth  insurance bu t  the dist r ict  pays both  employee and employer  

por t ion  of r et ir ement . The tone of th is meet ing was very ser ious and our  leaders were very 

apprehensive about  wha t  the fu ture would br ing for  us.  

 

Fe b. 11- Today the Governor  announced h is budget  repa ir  bill and our  worst  fea rs became 

t rue. We were being asked to make huge moneta ry concessions which  would amount  to a  cu t  

of about  $500.00 a  month  for  my members.  

 

Fe b. 12- Went  to Mosinee, about  70 miles away, to our  UniServ office to man the phon e 

banks to ca ll our  members about  the budget  r epa ir  bill and the moneta ry effect  it  will have 

on  them. Made ca lls from 10:00 un t il 5:00 and ca lled about  150 members. WEAC Presiden t  

Mary Bell was there too ca lling members just  like me. My presiden t  stayed home and sta r ted 

a  phone t ree to ca ll our  own members.  I drove home in  an  ice storm and saw many ca rs in  

the ditch .  

 

Fe b. 14-Valen t ine‘s Day.  I received a  va len t ine from on  of my students tha t  sa id ―Give Peace 

a  Chance!‖ I gave her  a  hug and sa id, ―Oh honey, you  have no idea  how much I needed th is 

today!‖ I didn‘t  know it  would have so much  meaning in  the days to come! 

 

Fe b. 15-My associa t ion  presiden t  Shar i Weiss and I drove to Madison  for  the first  Ra lly and 

Candleligh t  vigil. We knew we just  had to be there! Stood ou tside the Capitol bu ilding and 

shouted ―Kill the Bill!‖ and sang ―Solida r ity Forever‖ with  WEAC Presiden t  Mary Bell. The 

crowd surged forward and the next  th ing we k new we were in  the Capitol Rotunda  holding 

signs tha t  sa id, ―Care for  educa tors like they ca re for  your  ch ild‖ and ―Stop the At tack on  

Workers Rights‖. What  a  scene looking down a t  the rotunda  floor  from the ba lcony. We knew 

we were witnessing the sta r t  of someth ing big! We drove home very happy tha t  we had 

par t icipa ted. A long day! The first  of many! 

 

Fe b. 16-WEAC Presiden t  Mary Bell issues the ca ll for  WEAC members to come to Ma dison  

for  a  peacefu l demonst ra t ion . We decided to t ell our  members to go bu t  on ly if they had a  

persona l day and not  chance disciplina ry act ion . It  was becoming clea r  th is figh t  was not  just  

going to be about  wages, bu t  about  saving our  un ion! 

 

Fe b. 17-All 14 Democra t ic Wisconsin  Sta te Sena tors flee t o Illinois so there would not  b e a  

quorum in  the chamber  to vote on  the Governor‘s budget  r epa ir  bill. Wisconsin  Sta te 

Troopers could not  cross the sta te line to br ing them home because they have n o ju r isdict ion  

in  Illinois. These brave ladies and gen t lemen would soon  become known as th e ―Fab 14‖ and 

in  the coming days would r isk everyth ing to keep the legisla t ive process in tact ! Many school 

dist r ict s close due to t eachers ca lling in  sick or  using persona l days to go to Madison .  

 

Fe b. 18-Dennis Van  Roekel, NEA Presiden t , marched a longside our  members and spoke to 

the crowd in  Madison .  We stayed home and staged a  peacefu l ra lly in  our  hometown of 

Wautoma. We had 85 people stand in  the snow and line both  sides of the st reet  h olding 

homemade signs. We had teachers, pr ison  workers, and count y workers standing together  

chant ing and get t ing people t o honk their  horns in  suppor t  of our  effor t s. Many of my 
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younger  members came and I told them they weren ‘t  just  standing in  the snow they were standing in  the footpr in ts of those who  

had fought  for  t heir  un ion  r igh ts for  so many years.  

 

Fe b. 19- Many of my members went  to Madison  for  the fir st  t ime. What  an  inspir ing exper ience for  th em! They a re beginn ing to 

understand wha t  th is figh t  will be about ! I went  to Wausau  for  a  news conference fea tu r ing our  Democra t ic sena tors and 

represen ta t ives who a re figh t ing for  us. I did th is with 1 hour  and 15 minutes not ice and made it  just  in  t ime. I now know ho w 

the minutemen must  have felt  when  they had to be r eady to figh t  with  very lit t le not ice.  

 

Fe b. 20- As a  member  of the Republican  Par ty I am invited to the Waushara  County Republican  Caucus. I hope to t a lk to my 

Sta te Sena tor  Luther  Olsen  and my Sta te Represen ta t ive J oan  Ba lleweg. I want  them to know how I feel a s a  member  of the 

Republican  Educa tors Caucus. I want  them to know how th is figh t  in  Madison  is a ffect ing me. Before the dinner  I stand in  a  

blizza rd ou tside the bu ilding where the Caucus is to be held with  about  85 people. Today we a re joined by United Steelworkers  

loca l 128 from Ripon . We can  hardly see and we a re soaking wet  and cold and the snow is piling up fast . One young man is so 

frozen  he is red in  the face a nd sh iver ing with  cold, bu t  he tells me he wants to see Lu ther  Olsen . However , Sena tor  Olsen  do esn‘t  

come due to the wea ther . I offer  the man my coa t  a s I am going inside to a t tend the dinner  bu t  he declines and tells me aga in  ―I 

just  want  to see Luther !‖. At  the dinner  I get  to spea k to J oan  Ba lleweg and expla in  to her  tha t  ou t  of the 3.2 million  membe rs of 

NEA 1 million  of them are registered Republicans. As a  Republican  educa tor  I am willing to due my par t  to be fisca lly 

responsible, bu t  I don‘t  understand wha t  tha t  has to do with  giving up our  collect ive ba rga in ing r igh ts. We have been  told to  

make the moneta ry concessions the Governor  r equested bu t  now he is st r ipping us of our  collect ive ba rga in ing r igh ts and those 

we will NOT give up. I am very confused by a ll th is. She rea lly has no answers for  me. She just  tells me tha t  the sta te is br oke 

and everyone has to t igh ten  their  belt s. I give her  my va len t ine and tell her  tha t  I am proud tha t  my school didn‘t  close and tha t  

a ll of our  members were a t  work for  the ch ildren . She told the crowd tha t  no schools in  her  dist r ict  closed and she was proud  of 

tha t  too. Afterward she stood ou t  in  the snow and ta lked to the demonst ra tors and listened to them tell their  stor ies. I rea lly 

apprecia ted tha t  gesture. Good for  her! 

 

Fe b. 21- Snow Day today. Thank God!  When the wea th er  clea red up I went  to Ripon  to speak a t  a  town ha ll meet ing which  

Sena tor  Olsen  is to a t tend. It  is a t  the United Steelworker s un ion  hall. There a re about  65 people in  a t tendance and bu t  not  

Sena tor  Olsen . So I spoke to the crowd and told them tha t  I was a  Republican  Educa tor  and expla ined the same th ings about  our  

group as I had the n igh t  before. One lady led us in  singing ―We Sha ll Not  Be Moved‖. Our  group had our  picture taken  by the 

lit t le white schoolhouse in  Ripon  which  is the bir thplace of the Republican  Par ty. Effor t s to reca ll Sta te Sena tors, both  

Republicans and Democra ts begin .  

 

Fe b. 23- Got  a  ca ll today to be in  Waupaca a t  4:30 to speak aga in  a t  a  ra lly in  fron t  of the Waupaca  Libra ry where Luther  Olsen  

is to hold a  town meet ing. This t ime more than  500 people show up chant ing and ca rrying signs. However , we find ou t  la ter  tha t  

it  is a  scam and Sena tor  Olsen  was never  coming a t  a ll. I gave my same speech  and was joined by a  nurse from the loca l vetera n‘s 

home who spoke about  her  concern  tha t  the cu ts Governor  Walker  is going to make in  the sta te budget  will a ffect  her  pa t ien ts. 

He is going to make cu ts t o Medica id and Badger  Care. These a re programs many of our  low income families and many of her  

pa t ien ts pa r t icipa te in . This figh t  isn‘t  just  about  teachers and public workers anymore! We ended by having a ll 500 of us recite 

the P ledge of Allegiance in  fron t  of the t own square flagpole. Quite a  moment! 

 

Fe b. 24-It  is becoming clea r  tha t  I will have to ret ire th is year . I love my job and I don‘t  want  to ret ir e bu t  I will lose about  

$500.00 a  month  with  the concessions we will be making. If I ret ire th is year  I can  st ill t ake advantage of a  negot ia ted benefit  

tha t  a  ret iree r eceives help with  hea lth  insurance premiums for  5 years. I can‘t  r isk tha t  benefit  being taken  away if collec t ive 

ba rga in ing is abolished and ou r  cont ract  is nu ll and void. Almost  4500 people have applied for  ret ir ement  in  the la st  six weeks 

a lone according to th e Wisconsin  Dept . of Employee Trust  Funds.  I‘ve never  cr ied so m uch  in  my life!  

 

Fe b. 25-Sta te Assembly passes the Govern or  Walker‘s bu dget  r epa ir  bill including provisions to st r ip workers of th eir  collect ive 

ba rga in ing r igh ts. Ca lled Sena tor  Olsen  to t ell h im about  my ret irement  and tha t  I would apprecia te h im vot ing aga inst  the 

budget  repa ir  bill. Almost  a ll of our  Republican  legisla tors haven‘t  answered any emails or  phone ca lls since th is sta rted, bu t  it  

was wor th  a  t ry! 

 

Fe b. 26- the demonst ra t ions cont inue in  Madison . Estimates a re a t  least  85,000 people a t tend the ra lly. Demonst ra tors even  

sleep overn igh t  in  the Capitol Rotunda . Sena tor  Olsen  ca lled me back! We ta lked for  about  45 minutes and he was a  very good 

listener  and very sympathet ic about  my ret irement . He told me tha t  he would like to compromise and work ou t  a  set t lement . It  

meant  a  lot  to me tha t  he would return  my ca ll.  

 

Fe b. 28-preliminary layoff not ices were issued today for  our  Tit le I teachers. We were able to extend th e deadline for  them to 

May 1 to see how th ings play ou t  with  the budget  r epa ir  bill. They have a  good chance of get t ing ca lled back because federa l 

money usua lly comes in  to fund th is program.  
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March  8-WEAC Vice Presiden t  Betsy Kippers addressed the Wautoma Educa t ion  Associa t ion . We had more than  80 members in  

a t tendance and we usua lly on ly have about  25. Betsy expla ined wha t  the bill actua lly meant  for  collect ive ba rga in ing and if it  

was abolished how we would go about  re-cer t ifying ou r  un ion .  

 

March  9-My Bir thday! I had a  very n ice day and then  went  home to the news tha t  the Sena te Republicans passed the Budget  

Repa ir  Bill by taking ou t  a ll of the fisca l references. By doing so they did not  require a  quorum so they bypassed the 14 

Democra t ic Sena tors who were st ill in  Illinois. They on ly held the vote open  for  14 seconds un t il they had the number  of vote s 

they needed for  passage. All of our  collect ive ba rga in ing r igh ts were gone! I was so depressed I went  to bed a t  8:30, slept  un t il 

2:00AM and cr ied un t il 5:00AM. I have been  involved in  my union  for  35 years and have held every leadersh ip posit ion  you  can  

th ink of. My students a re singing a  song for  our  spr ing program en t it led ‗The Worst  Da y All Day Long‘. How appropr ia te!  By the 

way, Sena tor  Olsen  voted in  favor  of the legisla t ion . Very disappoin t ing for  me! 

 

March  12-meet ing in  Wausau  to discuss re-cer t ifying our  un ion . One member  looked a t  a ll the  sad faces and commented tha t  it  

was like going to a  wake. Sa w a  very moving video about  wha t  has been  happening to us the la st  few weeks. Everyone in  the 

audience cr ied. We have to get  re-energized someh ow! 

 

March  17-Michael Walsh  from WEAC Government  Rela t ions asked me to test ify in  fron t  of the Sta te Sena te about  a  bill 

expanding the number  of independent  char ter  sch ools in  our  sta te. I‘ve never  don e tha t  before so it  should be in terest ing.  

 

March  23-Test ified in  Madison  today in  fron t  of th e Sta te Sena te Educa t ion  Commit tee. It  will be the first  t ime the Commit tee is 

hea r ing test imony since the passage of the budget  bill. My sena tor , Luther  Olsen , is the cha irman of the commit tee. Secur ity was 

very t igh t  and there was a  sign  a t  secur ity tha t  sta ted the items tha t  weren‘t  a llowed in  the Capitol. #1 sa id, ―No firea rms‖ and 

#2 said, ―No crockpots‖! This was a  reference to th e n igh ts the demonst ra tors stayed overn igh t  in  the Capitol rotunda . My 

test imony went  well bu t  I registered a t  9:00AM and didn‘t  test ify un t il 4:30. It  was in terest ing to note tha t  the sena tors were st ill 

sn iping a t  each  other  across the table and openly cr it icized each  other . The Republicans chast ised the Democra ts for  leaving the 

sta te and the Democra ts chast ised the Republicans for  byp assing the open  meet ing law and passing the bill before everyon e had 

a  chance to vote. Overa ll it  was a  ter r ific exper ience and I felt  like I did my par t  to help prot ect  our  grea t  public schools ! 

 

March  27-At tended a  ra lly in  Wautoma in  suppor t  of workers‘ r igh ts. Ra lly was a t tended by about  150 people. A grea t  tu rnout  

for  a  town ou r  size! WEAC Presiden t  Mary Bell a t tended and spoke to th e crowd. I got  to lead the crowd in  singing ‗Solida r ity  

Forever ‘. Tha t  was rea lly someth ing! Some of our  members got  to r ide the AFL-CIO bus to the ra lly. It  was decora ted with  a  

picture of un ion  workers next  to a  sign  decla r ing ―This is What  Democracy Looks Like!‖  

 

March  28-our  school board refused to consider  our  r equest  to extend our  cont ract  a s it  is st ill unclea r  wheth er  th e collect ive 

ba rga in ing law is st ill in  effect  or  not . A Dane County judge has issued a  rest r a ining order  prevent ing the Secreta ry of Sta te from 

publish ing the bill so it  can  become law. However , Govern or  Walker  found a  way a roun d tha t  and had an  inde pendent  agency 

publish  the law. The judge has now found tha t  the Governor  was in  viola t ion  of her  rest ra in ing order  and has declared tha t  th e 

law is not  in  effect  un t il fu r ther  not ice. This is good news for  us as we may be able to extend our  cont ract  while  it  is st ill lega l to 

do so.  

 

I have met  many of you  a t  the NEA Republican  Leadersh ip Conferences. As a  Republican  educa tor  the la st  two mon ths have 

been  very confusing to me because I thought  it  was OK to be a  teacher  and a  member  of a  un ion  and st ill hold Republican  va lue s. 

I wrote th is dia ry to show my frust ra t ion  a t  t rying t o live in  two worlds while mine was fa lling apar t . Thanks for  taking the t ime 

to read it .  

Editor’s N ote:  If you  would like to respond to Pa t , please contact  her  via  e -mail a t  schmidtpax@gmail.com 

  

RNC Chair Steele visited NEA-HQ in 2009 for NEA’s 

Republican Leaders Conference; will we welcome new 

RNC Chair Priebus at the RLC-V in D.C. this summer? 
Elephant  Educa tors across the country m ust  a t tend loca l and sta te par ty funct ions and ga ther ings to 

announce that  they are indeed “good Re publican s  AND good u n ion  m em be rs” as well.  If new RNC 

Chair  Reince Pr iebus were aware of the numbers would he agree to a lienate GOP Union voter s with 

websites that  a re so bla tant ly host ile and opposed to union  members?  Take a  look at  this : 

h t tp://www.gop.com/obamasunionbosses/email.  We can  make a  difference if we all speak up th is spr ing. 

http://elephanteducators.org:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=schmidtpax%40gmail.com
http://www.gop.com/obamasunionbosses/email
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Message from NEA-REC National Chair Davina Keiser 

It ‘s spr ing, and tha t  means that  the NEA Representa t ive Assembly is just  a round the corner .  Our  own 

Michele Bowman has been  working over t ime to p lan  a  socia l act ivity for  our  caucus members.  Our  hope 

was to coordinate it  with  J u ly 4
th

, bu t  the cost  was prohibit ive.  Stay tuned for  the la test  on  our  upcoming 

plans.   

 

Due to the condensed scheduling of th is year ‘s RA, we will have only 30 minutes for  each  of our  morning 

meet ings, so our  Day 1 90-minute speaker ‘s block is gone.  If you haven‘t  done so a lready, be sure to sign 

up for  the NEA Educat ionVotes program, advoca t ing for  educa t ion  act ivit ies dur ing their  Spring Recess 

in  the Dist r ict  offices  of your  Congressional and Senator ia l legisla tors.  I am looking forward to hear ing 

from a ll of you who a t tended your  NEA Regional Leadership Conferences.   

 

I a t t ended the Pacific Regional in  Por t land, Oregon, and was t reated to below freezing weather , in cluding 

snow; I kept  asking myself why I was in  Port land when the weather  in  sunny Southern  Californ ia  was a  

ba lmy 70 degrees.  It  was a  grea t  conference, complete with  a  ra lly, in  below freezing weather , suppor t ing 

Wisconsin  teachers.   Now I know I‘m cra zy!  I know we‘re all busily working in  our  respect ive sta tes, so 

please plan to have a  verba l (or  wr it t en, if you prefer) report  on those act ivit ies ready for  our  meet ings at  

the RA.  Unt il our  next  news update, I thank you a ll for  everyth ing you do.  We are moving forward and 

get t ing not ice, so keep it  up! 

 

Thoughts from National Vice-Chair Kathy Gann 
I'm Looking for  the Br ight  Side [from Inside a  Black Hole]... Do you know what  would happen to you if 

you came too close to a  Black Hole? You would instan t ly become 'spaghet t ified'! Yep! Because of the 

ext reme gravity increase, you would lit era lly be pulled apar t  and st retched in to a  th in st ream of 

disconnected atoms...like miniscule spaghet t i.  
 

Okay. What  does th is have to do with  us as Republican  Educators? Well, if you are like me, you have been 

st retched and pulled in every direct ion! You have been  asked to do more...with  less! There a re constant  

demands to reach h igher  and then stoop lower . 

 

You are exper iencing spaget t ifica t ion! The outcome is often  gloomy, but  I a lways look for  the br ight  side 

[even when I feel as if I have been  sucked in to a  proverbia l Black Hole]! 

 

As your  Vice-Chair , I constant ly can  see the br ight  side. I feel the connect ion  of a ll the Republican 

Educa tors in the NEA. We ar e able to reach  across the United Sta tes and place a  thumb on the t rue pulse 

of what  is important  for  our  fellow teachers and our  students!  

 

We are able to define the issues of our  peers and then  legisla te before the NEA-RA. We are able to br ing 

both  Republicans and Democra ts to see what  is impor tant . We a lso connect  across our  sta te legisla tures 

and a ll the way to Washington , D.C.  As we come together  in  Chicago, we must  build on  the foundat ions 

of a ll those who have gone before us. We can  see beyond th e edge of our  own Black Hole as we cont inue 

our  work. Br ing your  sunglasses because I can  a lready see the light ! 

 

NEA-REC Caucus Membership 
Please consider  join ing our  organizat ion .  Membership forms are ava ilable on our  caucus website.  
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Comments from the Midwest Chair E-Ben Grisby 

Hello members of the Republican  Educators‘ Caucus! The Midwest  Region had the pleasure of conveni ng 

a t  the West in  Crowne Plaza  in  downtown Kansas City on  th is past  MLK weekend (J an. 14 -16) for  the 

Regional Leadership Conference. In  spite of the cold, blustery winds both  lit era lly and polit ica lly, there 

was a  warm recept ion across the board a t  the Conference.  

This past  J anuary, it  was grea t  seeing a  GOP major ity in  the US House of Representat ives, as well as 

Republican  major it ies a t  both  sta te and local levels among our  region . In  sta tes such  as Wisconsin, 

Republicans took the helm at  the guberna tor ial  level, with  st rong major it ies in both  the Sta te Senate and 

the Assembly. However , as educa t ional professionals who proudly ident ified as Republicans, it  was a  

posit ive, yet  cha llenging exper ience as we embark on  finding out  more about  th is new crop of pol it icians, 

especia lly those who are public educa t ion  advoca tes with in the GOP.  

 

On J anuary 15
th
, the NEA-REC met  for  a  breakfast  meet ing, with  yours t ru ly as Modera tor . There were 

about  two dozen people from throughout  the Midwest  Region, a long with  Merwyn  Scot t  from the Nat ional 

Educa t ional Associa t ion  (NEA). Merwyn‘s colleague, Er in  Duncan was unable to a t tend, but  was there in 

spir it . Merwyn expla ined h is role as advoca te for  the Republican  Educators to have the access to lobby for  

members of the US Sena te and House of Representa t ives who have a  proven t rack h istory of suppor t ing 

public educa t ion  from grades Pre-Kindergar ten through College, as well as currying favor  with polit icians 

who va lue public educat ion  as a  conduit  for  cit izenship, advancement , an d community building.  

 

Also, we gave h ighlights of 2010 NEA-Representa t ive Assembly in  New Or leans, which  included 

concessions of mainta ining the Annual Republican  Leadership Conferences held after  the RA.  There was 

addit iona l discussion  regarding the renewal of the Ear ly and Secondary Educa t ion  Act  (ESEA) and Race 

to the Top and their  respect ive impacts on  our  region  and our  na t ion . Later  tha t  morning, severa l REC 

members at tend a  seminar  on  the polit ica l climate with  the November  2010 elect ions. The imp act  of new 

blood among the GOP, mainly from the Tea  Par ty has made issues with  public educa t ion  as being as a  

lobby for  the Democrat ic Par ty and as t ied up in  too much red tape. Unfor tunately, the jury is st ill out  on  

many of the new members of the Congress. However , there is a  dire and urgent  need for  need to remain 

act ive in  our  communit ies as Republican/Independent  educa t ion  professionals and st ress the importance 

of having a  cent r ist  to center -r ight  to independent  voice in the quest  of ensur ing h igh  qua lity public 

educa t ion for  all, not  simply the pr ivileged few.  

 

Over  the last  few months, it  has been  a  wild and bumpy r ide with  sta te level legislators with in  the 

Midwest  region  a t tempt ing to uproot  union -rela ted inst ruments such  as collect ive barga in ing and 

pensions. Protests were in  force between mid -February and la te March  in  Wisconsin  as well as in 

Indiana , Michigan. Polit icians as well as both  public and pr iva te union  members congregated in  our  

respect ive sta tehouses with  relent less fervor , fear , and anguish. Polit icians, main ly sta te sena tors from 

both  polit ica l par t ies were being reca lled via  const ituent -based pet it ions across the Badger  Sta te. It  t ru ly 

has been  eye-opening, yet  a  rea l opportunity to see democracy in  act ion. However , as professionals , it  has 

been  a  wist fu l exper ience to see veteran  teachers seek ear ly ret irements, while nascent  teachers quest ion 

remaining in  the teaching profession  and perhaps seek employment  in  other  career  fields.  The effect s 

from state leaders who may be Republica n, but  a re ant i-public educat ion  will be last ing for  years and 

possibly decades to come.  

 

As Republican  and Independents, it  behooves us to make a  concer ted effor t  to network in  our  respect ive 

loca l and sta te-level GOP and tell these men and women tha t  we are taxpayers, voters and residents of 

our  communit ies. We also raise households and volunteer  in  grassroots organiza t ions. We are willing to 

work with  civic-minded polit icians, especia lly in  the Grand Old Par ty to help see their  const ituents in  
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bold and living color . We must  live out  and proudly as republicans, regardless of ident ity or  ideology and 

speak in  defense of st rengthening public educat ion  across the board!!!!   2012 is near  and we must  think 

forward while not  forget t ing the act ion  of the past  year  or  so. Addit iona lly, as members of the Republican 

Educa tors‘ Caucus, it  will be a  daunt ing task in  growing membership, given  the polit ica l climate, but  we 

must  press for th  with  collect ive force among our  regions because in the prophet ic words of Abraha m 

Lincoln  ―a house divided aga inst  it self cannot  stand.‖ 

 

Now we move onward to Chicago between J une 30
th
 and J u ly 6

th
, 2011 for  the 2011 Nat ional Educa t ion 

Associa t ion-Representat ive Assembly. Members from the Midwest  region  will have a  grea t  oppor tunity to 

learn  more about  the Republican Educa tors‘ Caucus with members from throughout  the na t ion , including 

our  awesome board and const ituents. Whether  you are present  a t  the Assembly or  you are unable to 

a t tend, please contact  anyone from the caucus and we would be willing to lend support !!!!   Remember—

Trunks Up!!!!! 

 

Greetings from Southeast Co-Chair Michele Bowman 
Greet ings from the soggy Southeast !  We have had to dea l with  not  only tor rent ia l ra ins, but  a lso tor rents 

of legisla t ion  per ta ining to Associa t ion act ivit ies.  Alabama was the fir st  to be engulfed in the ba t t le to 

reta in  the r ight  to cont inue payroll dues deduct ions in  December  when the fir st  of our  wild winter  storms 

began.  Tennessee was the next  state in  the eye of the storm.  When the legisla ture convened in  J anuary, 

legisla tors filed a  flur ry of an t i-union  bills.  As I wr ite th is, there a re bills in  commit tee tha t  could take 

away collect ive barga in ing r ights, payroll dues deduct ions, representat ion  by the Associat ion  on  the state 

ret irement  board and even the r ight  to contr ibute to polit ica l campaigns.  Members of the Tennessee 

Educa t ion  Associa t ion  responded by inundat ing lawmakers with  e-mails, t elephone ca lls and let ters 

before more than  4,000 people marched in  Legisla t ive Plaza  in  Nashville on  March  5.  NEA President  

Dennis Van Roekel braved the elements a long with  supporters from other  unions to show solidar ity.  Bills 

will be coming up for  vot ing soon and we will see how TEA weathers this storm.    

 

Encouragement from Western Chair David Gould 

Get  to know your  legisla t ive representa t ive. The 2011 legislat ive session  is over . It 's t ime for  us to t ake 

stock, find an issue from th is pas t  session .  The issue may be a  piece of legisla t ion tha t  you agreed with or  

disagreed with . F ind a  legisla tor  to become best  fr iends with  and make plans for  next  year . We'll see a ll 

these same people th is fa ll/spr ing, and we need to be proact ive th is summe r .   

The school year 's winding down for  some, over  for  others and summer  should be a  t ime for  us to make 

plans. Try to meet  with legisla tors in your  dist r ict .  Ask to have breakfast  or  lunch  with  them.  Ask your  

loca l or  state Republican  caucus to pay for  the meal if you need to.   

 

P lease consider  t a lking with  a  state legisla tor  th is summer  over  one bill or  law a t  a  t ime and meet ing 

with the authors to t ry and give them your  input .  It ‘s a lso wor th not ing to consider  meet ing with their  

sta ff who play an act ive role in  the legislat ive process. Even if the bill has a lready passed and is law, we 

can  t ry to get  them changed so tha t  they can  be bet ter . Many of these laws are not  flawed in  the idea , but  

the execut ion . We can  help make them bet ter . We can  also p ick legislators and meet  with them to address 

other  issues that  haven 't  been  considered yet . As teachers we need to get  meet ings with  these people, 

because tha t  is the best  way to get  th ings done th is summer. 

 

P lease don‘t  be the lone ranger  but  go in  with  a  fr iend or  two. As teachers we will stand together , be 

suppor t ive and come to agreement  on  key issues. Don‘t  wait  t ill a  new session sta r ts to make a  

rela t ionship with  a  legisla tor  or  sta ff member .  



TRUNK TALK- National Education Association’s Republican Educators Caucus Newsletter- May 2011  

 

www.elephanteducators.org 
  

Page 7 

 

Words from Northeast Co-Chair Laura Bochner 
The Nor theast  Regional Conference was held th is year  in  Philadelphia , Pennsylvania  on  J anuary 21 -23, 

2011.  It  was held a t  the Lowe‘s Hotel on  Market  St reet . This year  the conference was hosted by the 

Pennsylvania  Educa t ion  Associa t ion  and the conference theme was ―Turning Act ion  in to Power .‖ Var ious 

student  or iented workshops were presented on topics such  as The Smar t  Board and Helping Students to 

be Safe Online.  Leadership t ra in ing on  topics such  as Healthcare Reform, Barga in ing, and the Sta te 

Budget ing Cr isis were very informat ive. 

 

On another  note, the sta te budget  cr isis cont inues to threa ten  the educa t ion  systems in  many states like 

New York and New J ersey.  Specifica lly in  New J ersey, Governor  Chr ist ie threa tens ser ious changes to 

employees‘ hea lthcare and benefit s by the end of J une. He is refusing to come to the barga in ing table with  

the NJ EA and cla ims he will get  the changes passed with the help of the legisla ture.  

 

Report from the Mid-Atlantic Chair David Kinsella 
Mid-At lant ic Republican  Educa tor  Caucus  met  on  1-29-2011.  David Kinsella  – Caucus Chair  led the 

meet ing.  At tendees picked up a  copy of Trunk Talk from the NEA-Republican  Caucus and signed in  

10 people at tended the meet ing. 

Mid-At lant ic moved to support  endorsement  of Pr incess Moss for  NEA Execut ive Commit tee 

 Ted Payne moved to support  endorsement  and Sandra  Hat ley seconded the mot ion  

 Mot ion passed unanimously 

Mid-At lant ic Sta tes that  have a  Republican  Caucus  

 WV – no; OH – no; VA – yes; KY – yes; NC – yes; MD – no 

West  Virgin ia  does not  have ‗score cards‘ anymore.  Issues: 

a . Educat ing our  Republican  officia ls about  public educat ion issues  

b. Talk to candida tes and hand them the NEA for  to fill ou t  personally for  endorsement  

possibilit ies 

c. Work on building rela t ionships with Republican  leaders. 

Summer  2011 – David is going to contact  Er in Duncan about  who a t tended summer  2010 from Ohio and 

let  Connie Arnold know. 

Nor th  Carolina  – Act ively ident ify Republican  members having small grassroots meet ings with  members 

and legisla tors.  Issues – vouchers, k-3 issues, increase in class size.  Notes- Renee‘ Yates, KY; typed by Ted Payne, MD. 

 

On April 8
th
, the Mid-At lant ic Chair  met  with  the Virgin ia  Republican  Educa tors Caucus a t  the VEA 

Convent ion  in  Roanoke, VA.  Two people were selected to a t tend the NEA Rep ublican  Leadership 

Conference in  Washington , DC.  There was a lso a  discussion of the U.S. Senate race and whether  the 

VEA would endorse Tim Kaine as a  candida te for  the office.  The Virgin ia  Caucus did not  suppor t  th is 

possible act ion  as they did not  feel tha t  Tim Kaine had done enough for  educa tors as governor  and that  

h is recent  exper ience as DNC Chairman did not  necessar ily qualify h im for  a  run  for  the U.S. Senate. The 

opt ion  of making no endorsement  in  the Senate race was a lso considered.  Dialogue wit h  the George Allen 

campaign was a lso ment ioned as possible way to open some doors and to a t  least  develop a  rela t ionship 

with a  man who could very well be the next  Senator  from Virgin ia . 

The Mid-At lant ic Chair  placed a  grea t  dea l of emphasis on  being involved with  their  loca l PAC 

commit tees and being on  candida te in terview teams.  Republican  members of the NEA should a lways be 

par t  of a ll endorsements dur ing any campaign year .  It  was a lso sta ted tha t  members should give the 

maximum to the VEA and NEA Fund to ensure their  legit imacy as members of the Nat ional Educa t ion 

Associa t ion. 
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Illinois Education Association Republican Activist 

Joyce Bailey elected to NEA Board of Directors 
J oyce Bailey of Illinois was elected to a  three-year  t erm as an  NEA-Director  a t  the March  2011 IEA 

Representa t ive Assembly.  The addit ion of Bailey will assist  our  a lready effect ive group of open ly 

Republican  NEA Directors including: Leslie Dake of Iowa, Ron Edwards of Californ ia  and Ginny Evans of 

Texas.  These leaders cont inuously stand up for  polit ica l liber ty and diversity with in  the NEA; their  

effor t s a re sincerely apprecia ted.   Good luck J oyce and thank you for  stepping forward to serve! 

 

Elephant Educator selected to serve as a Delegate to 

2011 Education International World Congress 
David Gould, a  t eacher  from Tulsa, Oklahoma, has been  selected to at tend the Educat ion  Interna t ional 

Wor ld Congress, serving as a  member  of the NEA delega t ion .  The Wor ld Congress, held every four  years, 

is the supreme governing body of Educat ion  In terna t ional. The World Congress will be held in  Cape 

Town, South  Afr ica , in  the Cape Town In ternat ional Convent ion  Centre (CTICC) from  J uly 22nd to J u ly 

26th , 2011.  The Congress provides an opportunity for  representa t ives of a ll EI a ffilia tes to meet  and 

st rengthen the bonds of solidar ity between teachers and educa t ion  workers throughout  the  wor ld.  

Delegates consider  the major  contemporary issues affect ing their  organiza t ions, the interna t ional t eacher  

t rade union  movement , and the ongoing st ruggle to achieve quality public educa t ion for  a ll.   He will have 

a  fu ll repor t  of h is act ivit ies in  the fa ll issue of the TRUNK TALK  newslet ter .  

 

 

 

TRUNK TALK 

NEA-REC Newsletter 

P.O. Box 6 

Winnetka, IL   60093 

 Trunks Up! 


